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Abstract 
Smart nanopolymers with the capability to release drugs on demand and in response to specific illness signals, rep-
resent a promising avenue in the field of drug delivery. Their synthesis and characterization process involves the 
careful design of nanopolymeric structures, incorporating stimuli-responsive elements. The responsiveness of these 
nanopolymers to specific illness signals is evaluated through in vitro studies that simulate physiological conditions. 
The potential of these nanopolymers is explored in the context of personalized medicine, where tailored drug delivery 
systems respond to individual patient needs. The characterization of these smart nanopolymers showcases their po-
tential as a novel and effective approach for on-demand drug release in response to illness signals. The findings 
contribute to the advancement of precision medicine and the development of innovative drug delivery systems with 
enhanced therapeutic efficacy and reduced side-effects. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Smart nanopolymers offer a promising approach in 
personalized medicine by targeting specific trig-
gers and by reducing side-effects. They can over-
come challenges in chemotherapeutic drug deliv-
ery and treat tumours directly by enhancing the 
drug’s solubility and effectiveness. Despite chal-
lenges in manufacturing, toxicity assessment, and 
regulatory approval, the future looks promising. 
The criteria for selecting biocompatible and biode-
gradable polymers are essential for drug delivery 
systems due to their sustainability, effectiveness, 
and potential for modification. These polymers can 
naturally break down in the body, thereby reducing 
environmental impact and improving therapeutic 
outcomes. Common polymers include collagen, 
alginate, chitosan, hyaluronic acid, and poly(vinyl 
alcohol). Some approved polymers can generate 
nanostructures and act as nanocarriers. Their 
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adaptability lowers environmental impact and al-
lows for their use via multiple administration 
routes. Polymers are fundamental in drug convey-
ance frameworks, with regular hydrogels offering 
biocompatibility, biodegradability, and bioactivity. 
Manufactured hydrogels, such as poly(acrylic cor-
rosive), offer tunable properties and can be 
changed for explicit functionalities. Polymeric na-
noparticles and shrewd nanopolymers, such as poly 
lactic-co-glycolic acid copolymers, offer adaptability 
in surface functionalization and potential for desig-
nated helpful impacts on growths [1-5]. 

 

2. INCORPORATION OF SPECIFIC 
MOLECULES OR SIGNALING 
MECHANISMS 
 
Smart nanopolymers are crucial for controlled drug 
delivery due to their ability to respond to external 
factors like pH, redox compounds, light, and tem-
perature. Redox-responsive linkages and func-
tionalization methods enhance their responsive-
ness to external influences [6,7]. 

 

3. CHARACTERIZATION TECHNIQUES 
 
Analysing the physical and chemical properties of 
smart nanopolymers for drug delivery is essential 
for understanding their behavior and potential 
applications. Spectroscopy and microscopy are 
used in order to characterize their physical 
properties, while thermal analysis methods are 
used so as to investigate their thermal behavior 
and stability. These analytical techniques provide 
valuable insights into structure-function rela-
tionships and optimize their performance for per-
sonalized medicine applications [8]. 

 

4. DRUG RELEASE MECHANISMS 
EMPLOYED BY SMART 
NANOPOLYMERS 
 
Smart nanopolymers for drug delivery have gained 
attention due to their capacity to react to different 
stimuli and release medications at specific sites in 
the body. Stimuli-responsive release involves ma-
terials responding to triggers such as light, temper-
ature, pH, and enzyme concentration. Enzyme-
based degradation involves polymers breaking 
down in response to specific enzymes found in 
pathological conditions. Targeted therapy strate-
gies involve functionalized polymer nanocompo-
sites targeting cancer cells with abnormal proper-
ties. These mechanisms enable precise drug de-
livery at specific times and locations while reduc-

ing side-effects and increasing effectiveness [8,9]. 

 

5. APPLICATIONS IN PERSONALIZED 
MEDICINE 
 
Smart nanopolymers offer a range of advantages 
in personalized medicine, such as precise drug de-
livery with improved effectiveness and reduced 
side-effects. Smart nanopolymers have potential 
in tissue engineering, wound healing, biosensing, 
cancer therapy, and personalized medicine. They 
can respond to specific biological signals and 
achieve targeted drug delivery with enhanced effi-
cacy, making them invaluable tools in revolutioniz-
ing disease treatment and prevention [9]. 
 

6. APPLICATIONS IN DISEASE 
TREATMENT AND PREVENTION 
 
Smart nanopolymers are revolutionizing personal-
ized medicine by enabling precise drug delivery, 
reducing side-effects, and enhancing effective-
ness. They can be used in tissue engineering, 
wound healing, biosensing, tissue regeneration, 
and cancer therapies, potentially improving patient 
compliance and bioavailability [6]. 
 

7. CHALLENGES ASSOCIATED WITH 
SMART NANOPOLYMERS 
 
The use of smart nanopolymers for drug delivery 
presents with a number of difficulties, including 
toxicity and regulatory issues. Although respon-
sive polymeric nanocarriers and smart nanoparti-
cles are promising drug delivery methods, there 
are substantial obstacles to their practical use. 
Regulatory factors like toxicity evaluations and es-
tablished manufacturing processes need to be 
taken into account in order to guarantee safe clin-
ical use. To guarantee safe clinical use, biocom-
patibility and non-cytotoxicity must also be taken 
into consideration [7]. 
 

8. POTENTIAL FUTURE 
APPLICATIONS 

 
Smart nanopolymers have the potential to trans-
form cancer treatments, personalized medicine, 
and targeted drug delivery methods. They can 
help create safer and more efficient treatments, 
improve circulation half-life, reduce internalization, 
prevent denaturation, and deliver target agents in 
a precise manner. Additionally, they offer improved 
specificity and efficacy in treating and preventing 
diseases. Future trends include the further devel-



CHARACTERIZATION OF PROMISING SMART NANOPOLYMERS THAT RELEASE DRUGS IN RESPONSE...  191 

opment of biocompatible materials, the designing 
of reversible systems using low-energy light 
sources, the further characterization of in vivo bio-

logical conditions, the enhancement of stability, 
and the combining of independent photo-induced 
reactions into one unified system [8,10]. 

 
 
Table 1. Overview of reactive oxygen species (ROS)-responsive groups in drug delivery systems and of their activity and 
oxidation reaction mechanism. Abbreviations used: i.m., intramuscular; i.p., intraperitoneal; i.v., intravenous; NP, nanoparticle 

 

Group Chemical oxidation reaction 
Mechanism of 
activity 

Systems Administration 

selenium 
 

hydrophobic to 
hydrophilic phase 
transition 

micelle in vitro 

diselenide 
 

Structural 
cleavage 

micelle -- 

thioether 
 

hydrophobic to 
hydrophilic phase 
transition 

nanocomplex, 
micellar NP, 
polymersome, 
hydrogel, 
microsphere 

i.v., i.m. 

vinyldithioether 
  

Structural 
cleavage 

micelle in vitro 

poly(thioketal) 
  

Structural 
cleavage 

fibrous patch, 
polyplex, 
microsphere, 
NP 

transdermal, 
oral, i.v. 

tellurium 
  

hydrophobic to 
hydrophilic phase 
transition 

micelle  

arylboronic 
acid/esters 

  

Structural 
cleavage 

polyplex, NP, 
microparticle, 
micelle 

i.p., i.v. 

polyoxalate 
  

Structural 
cleavage 

microparticle, 
NP 

i.m. 

poly(L-proline) 

  

Structural 
cleavage 

polymeric 
scaffolds 

in vitro 

poly(L-methionine) 

  

hydrophobic to 
hydrophilic phase 
transition 

vesicle in vitro 

 
9. CONCLUSION 
 

Smart nanopolymers are revolutionizing drug de-
livery by improving targeting effectiveness, re-
ducing side effects, and improving patient 

adherence. Despite challenges like the lack of 
standardized manufacturing methods and a clear 
connection between pre-clinical and clinical stud-
ies, they hold significant promise for personalized 
medicine. 
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